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Newsroom Advocacy

Pastor imprisoned in Uzbekistan:  
How you can help

David’s wife and three daughters can 
visit him only once every three 
months. Barnabas Fund covers the 
costs of the long journey

Campaign Update

We would like to express our  
gratitude to all of you who have  
signed our “Save Iraqi Christians” 
campaign, collected signatures and 
written letters to raise awareness of 
the difficult and sometimes life-
threatening situation of Iraqi 
Christians. It is only through  
your support that change can  
be brought about. 

On 30 September 2008 the “Save Iraqi 
Christians” campaign officially came to  
an end but late additions can be 
accepted, so if you still have signed 
petition sheets, please do send them  
in to your nearest Barnabas Fund office 
(addresses on back cover). At the time  
of writing 37,545 signatures have been 
collected. The British signatures will be 
presented at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office on 5 November. 
Arrangements are in progress for 
presentation of the petition in Australia  
(to be followed by other countries). 

The end of the campaign comes at a  
time when the situation in Iraq is 
beginning to stabilise but the situation  
of Iraqi Christians is still very precarious.  
On the one hand, Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki claims that it is safe for 
Iraqi Christians to return to their home 
country. He has asked the European 
Union and especially Germany not to 
promote the emigration of Iraqi Christians 
to Europe. Following this demand, 

German Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schäuble, who had previously been one 
of the foremost supporters of granting 
preferred asylum to Iraqi Christians, 
performed a U-turn and has now 
withdrawn his appeal to the other EU 
member states to accept more Iraqi 
Christian refugees. Instead he is now 
encouraging Iraqi Christians to return to 
Iraq in order to help with the rebuilding of 
the country. The European Union is 
“observing” the situation in Iraq. 

On the other hand, Iraqi Christians are 
still being targeted by militants, 
demanding huge sums of money. The 
improvements in security in certain parts 
of Iraq do not seem to have made life any 
safer for Iraqi Christians. “Nobody wants 
to go back, nobody,” said a senior Iraqi 
church leader in the West when Barnabas 
Fund asked him whether Iraqi Christians 
were willing to return home. 

Furthermore experts fear that the legal 
institutions and the necessary police 
presence required to guarantee freedom 
of religion for all are not yet effective.  
In addition, it is a matter for concern that 
the Iraqi Constitution specifies Islam as 
the official religion of Iraq and the “basic 
source of legislation”. No law can be 
passed that conflicts with the 
“undisputed rules of Islam” or with the 
“principles of democracy”, a combination 
that to some might sound like a 
contradiction. 

In the light of this, it is 
potentially good news 
that the United States 
has significantly 

increased the number of 
Iraqi refugees allowed into 

the country, and, at the time of 
writing, they are aiming to reach the 

12,000 goal set for September. Australia 
has increased its quota of places for 
asylum-seekers by 500 for the year 2008-
9 and expects that most of these will be 
Iraqis.  Please pray that the petition will 
prompt many Western governments to 
recognise the specific dangers facing 
Christian Iraqis and to welcome them  
in larger numbers, enabling them to  
settle and live out their faith in peace  
and freedom.  

Barnabas Fund’s exhibition 
stand: Raising awareness for 
the plight of Iraqi Christians
Over the summer, Barnabas Fund had  
a stand at several Christian events in  
the UK. A big banner with vivid images 
depicted the destruction that rages in 
Iraq, and it testified to the hardship  
and danger that Iraqi Christians have 
been facing over the last years.  
It generated a lot of interest and drew 
many people to come over and sign  
the petition. 

A big “thank you” goes to all our 
supporters who visited our stand  
and took some time to chat and 
encourage us.

Expressing the wonder  
of God’s love

This drawing is  
by an Iraqi 
Christian 
refugee, 
Nora Akram 
(aged 22). 
She fled from 
her home in 
Baghdad to Syria. 
Nora is deaf-mute. 
Her drawing shows a 
blind girl receiving  
her sight and 
praising God.

Barnabas Fund’s “Save Iraqi Christians” stand drew  
a lot of attention at exhibitions throughout the summer

At the time of writing 37,545 have signed our Save Iraqi Christians petition

David Shestakov was sentenced to 
four years in a harsh prison colony. 
Please write to the Uzbek president  
to request his early release

Dmitri (David) Shestakov, a Christian 
pastor in Uzbekistan, is very active in 
sharing the Gospel with non-
Christians. As a result he is persecuted 
by the state authorities. In 1997 and 
2004 he received warnings for his 
allegedly unlawful religious activity. 
Then in June 2006 official harassment 
was intensified, apparently in response 
to some Uzbek Muslims converting to 
Christianity. 

Three charges were brought against 
David: illegal organisation of social or 
religious groups, distributing materials 
containing religiously extreme ideas, and 
inciting ethnic, racial or religious hatred. 
Before the opening of his trial in May 
2007, the Uzbek state media tried to 
smear him and his church, claiming for 
example that he abused alcohol and was 
dependent on drugs.

David’s friends have claimed that there 
were numerous irregularities in the 
conduct of the trial. He maintained his 
innocence throughout, and two of the 
charges against him were dismissed.  
But in May 2007 he was found guilty of 
“incitement to religious hatred”, and was 
given a four-year prison sentence in a 
remote and harsh prison colony. In his 
final speech, he told the court that despite 

the tears of his wife and children he forgave 
those who had taken action against him.

David’s wife, Marina, and his three 
daughters are allowed to see him once 
every three months. The travel costs for the 
long journey are paid by Barnabas Fund, 
which is also helping to support his family. 
David is permitted one two-hour phone call 
every three months. Marina brings him food, 
since he has lost 20 kg in prison.

Marina has many stories of God’s wonderful 
provision and protection given to David. 
Unlike many prisoners, he has been 
assigned work that is not dangerous, 
monitoring the computer system in the 
prison office. On one occasion he was called 
in by the authorities for questioning. All the 
prisoners previously summoned had been 
beaten, but when David said that he was a 
Christian and a pastor, he was spared.

David’s daughters are aged fourteen, twelve 
and eight. As a result of their father’s 
imprisonment they have grown up very 
quickly, says Marina. The older two are now 
like friends to their mother, not merely her 
children, as they support and encourage 
each other in this time of trial. 

Uzbekistan has the most restrictive 
government in Central Asia. Churches find 
official registration hard to obtain, imported 
Christian literature is liable to confiscation, 
and missionary activity is illegal. The raiding 
and interrogation of congregations and the 
arrest and trial of active Christians are 
among the tactics employed by the 
authorities.

Actions

• �Write to President Karimov of 

Uzbekistan asking him to release 

David. In your letter, use David’s 

official name, Dmitri Shestakov. 
Please send a short, polite 

communication, starting “Respected 

President Karimov”, and request him 

as a favour to release Dmitri 

Shestakov; do not demand it as a 

right. Your letter / email should  

be sent to:  
 
Respublika Uzbekistan 
700163 g. Tashkent 
ul. Uzbekistanskaya, 43 
Rezidentsia prezidenta 
Prezidentu Islamu Karimovu 
Uzbekistan 
 
Fax: +998 71 139 15 17  
Email: presidents_office@press-
service.uz

• �Pray for a good and brave lawyer to 

represent David. Pressure from the 

Uzbekistan government inhibits the 

actions of Uzbek lawyers, so a 

Russian lawyer (who is permitted by 

Uzbek law to act for him) is being 

sought. 

• �Pray for David in prison, that the Lord  

will protect him and preserve his 

health in the difficult conditions at the 

camp. Pray that his faith will be 

nourished and strengthened by God’s 

provision for him and his family, and 

that he will soon be released.

• �Pray for Marina and her three 

daughters, that God will enable them  

to endure the separation from their 

husband and father. Pray that they  

may continue to build each other up, 

and may be guided in their support  

for David.

Barnabas Fund is helping David’s family 

through our Victims of Violence Fund.
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