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Jeremiah prophesied in a time of national disaster. But he
brought to the exiles in Babylon a message of hope:

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LoRD,

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

He also modelled this message of hope by very publicly
buying a field, as the Lord had commanded him, while
Jerusalem was being besieged by the Babylonian army
(Jeremiah 32:6-9). In a time of disaster, in a period of
great uncertainty as to the future, Jeremiah was called by
God to invest in hope.

In 2020, the whole world has been struggling with the
Covid-19 pandemic. It is an international disaster. Our lives
have been turned upside down by sickness, bereavement

or loss of income, causing great hardship, distress and fear.

Some who persecute Christians have taken the
opportunity of the pandemic to re-double their attacks.
Government surveillance and community hostility both
look set to increase. | write this on a day when we at

Barnabas Aid have been overwhelmed with reports of
violent incidents targeting Christians in three African
countries, which have left over 170 dead — martyred for
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul, writing to the Christians of Rome at a time of
persecution, devoted most of his letter to a magnificent
theological treatise in which he opened his mind to them
over many key truths of our faith. But towards the end of
the letter he made a shift and began to share with them
from his very heart, as he focused on how Christians
should respond to afflictions affecting themselves or
their fellow believers (Romans 12:9-21). He urged them
to “weep with those who weep” or in some translations
“mourn with those who mourn” (verse 15). What a
challenge! Do we truly feel the pain of our Christian
brothers and sisters, to the extent that we weep with them
in their suffering and anguish?

As for our own suffering, Paul's command is not to weep
but to rejoice in hope (verse 12). This will be the focus of
our devotions over the next eight days.
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